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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS SITE INSPECTION 
DRAPER TRACTOR. SPOKANE. WASHINGTON

JAMES HILEMAN. SANITARV ENGINEER

JOHN BARICH. MANAGER
UNCONTROLLED HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE PROGRAM

BEN EUSEBIO. CHIEF 
SURVEILLANCE BRANCH

ON MARCH 11. 1930 A PRELIMINARV HAZARDOUS WASTE INSPECTION 
WAS PERFORMED AT DRAPER TRACTOR PARTS INC. LOCATED AT SPOKANE 
WASHINGTON.

PARTICIPANTS 

MR. JAMES HI LEMAN 

MR. JIM MALM 

MR. DALE DRAPER

EPA. SEATTLE 

DOE. WASHINGTON 

DRAPER TRACTOR

THE INSPECTION BEGAN APPROXIMATELV 1235 WITH DISCUSSION OF 
INSPECTION PURPOSE AND PLANT OPERATIONS AS RELATED TO WASTE 
GENERATION AND DISPOSAL PRACTICES.

COMMENTS
THE DRAPER TRACTOR COMPANY IS A COriERCIAL OUTLET FOR EQUIp/mENT 
AND MACHINE PARTS. THE COMPANY IS^OT A PROCESSER. NOR A
creater of hazardous waste, the land surrounding the company'sBUILDINGS WAS. AT ONE TIME. USED FOR DUMPING OIL REFINERY WASTES. 
DRAPER TRACTOR CO. USES THIS LAND FOR STORING MACHINERY.
N_THE PAST. AT. 6

LEAST ONE AND POSSIBLY TWO SMALL OIL REFINERIES WERE OPERATING 
IN THE AREA. WASTE OIL AND OIL SLUDGE WERE DISPOSED OF BY 
DISCHARGING THE MATERIAL INTO THE AREA NOW OCCUPIED BY DRAPER 
TRACTOR AND THE LAND DIRECTLY SOUTH OF THE COMPANY'S FENCE. 
ACCORDING TO MR. DRAPER. THE NAME OF THE OIL REFINERY WAS 
HEADLIGHT OIL COMPANY. ACCORDING TO MR. DRAPER^THE OIL REFINERY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING THE OIL WASTE PONDS WENT OUT OF BUSINESS SOMETIME IN THE 194Gfe.
MR. DRAPER HAS PARTIALLY CORRECTED THE PROBLEM ON HIS LAND BY 
HAULING 1.000 CUBIC YARDS OF THE OILY WASTES TO THE SPOKANE 
COUNTY LANDFILL. THE REMAINING WASTE IS BEING TREATED BY 
SPREADING AND PLOWING THE WASTE TO ALLOW A NATURAL BREAKDOWN.
THIS IS THE SAME TREATMENT USED BY SOME OIL REFINERIES IN THEIR 
LAND FARM OPERATIONS. THE LAND ON THE DRAPER TRACTOR SITE HAS
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BEEN QRERTLV IMPROVED FROM ITS ORQINflL STATE, BUT IS STILL 
SEVERAL VEARS OFF FROM BEING COMPLETELV USABLE.

A 180 FOOT WELL WAS DRILLED AT THE SITE FOR DRINKING WATER. SC 
FAR THE WELL HAS NOT BEEN AFFECTED BV THE OIL WASTE.
ACCORDING TO MR. DRAPER^HEAVV OIL CONTAMINATION WAS FOUND FROM 
THE GROUND SURFACE TO A DEPTH OF ABOUT 30 FEET. BELOW 20 FEET THE SOIL WAS FREE OF CONTAMINATION UNTIl^ 150 FOOT LEVEL WAS 
REACHED DURING THE WELL DRILLING OPERATION. AT THE 150 FOOT 
LEVEL THE SOIL HAS A OILV SMELL. THE SOIL WAS FREE OF OIL AT 
THE FINAL WELL DEPTH OF 180 FEET. DRAPERY'S WELL HAS NOT BEEN 
TESTED.

JUST SOUTH OF DRAPER TRACTOR SEVERAL REMAINING PONDS OF OIL 
WASTE ARE EVIDENT. THESE PONDS ARE ON PROPERTY BELONGING TO 
THE TOSCO CORPORATION.

THE OILV WASTE PONDS ARE SITUATED 
THAT DRAINS NORTH TO MEAD.

RECOMMENDATION

IN A NATURAL DRAINAGE AREA

THE PROBLEMS, THAT EXIST AT THIS SITE, DEMAND SOME TYPE OF 
ACTION. I^VE LISTED SOME OF THE POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES BELOW.

HAUL THE MATERIAL TO A LAND DISPOSAL SITE. DRAPER 
TRACTOR DID THIS WITH THE RESULT OF MOVING THE POBLEM 
FROM HIS LAND TO THE SPOKANE COUNTY LANDFILL.

LEAVE THE MATERIAL WHERE IT IS AND MONITOR NEARBY WELLS 
FOR CONTAMINATION. THE PROBLEM WITH THIS SOLUTION IS 
THAT IF GROUND WATER CONTAMINATION DID OCCUR IT MIGHT 
NOT BE POSSIBLE TO CORRECT IT.

THE WELL AT DRAPER TRACTOR COMPANY WOULD BE TESTED FOR 
OIL CONTAMINATION.

THE OIL WASTE PONDS, LOCATED ON TOSCO CORPORATION LAND, 
SHOULD BE ADDED TO THE UNCONTROLLED HAZARDOUS WASTE 
SITE LIST.




